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Two Years Since October 7: Disillusionment, Change and Struggle
A Collection of Articles

This collection of articles presents a selection of texts dealing with the central,
burning issues of our time: Zionism and the struggle for Jewish freedom and
sovereignty against a global ideological assault; foreign relations and geopolitics,
examining alliances built on sand versus those that withstood challenges; renewed
antisemitism and its implications for Jewish communities around the world; national
security and the doctrine of war, and the need for strategic change; Israeli society
and the renewed revelation of the “Sabra,” combining external toughness with
internal solidarity.

Two years have passed since the Simchat Torah massacres of October 7 2023. The
barbaric acts committed by Hamas in Israel's southern communities, described as a
“pogrom” and an event reminiscent of the darkest periods in Jewish history,
comprised the largest mass murder against the Jewish people since the Holocaust.

Since that dark day, the State of Israel has experienced one of the most challenging
periods in its history, fighting a “multi-dimensional, seven-front war against Iran and
its proxies.” This war, together with a global wave of de-legitimization, has forced
Israelis and Jews in the Diaspora into a profound journey of disillusionment. The
expectation of absolute security, which characterized the years of independence, has
been shattered to pieces.

These two years have required all of us to reexamine fundamental assumptions,
deepen our commitment to Jewish national identity and the Zionist idea, and think
deeply about our future as a people and our standing in the world.

We hope that these essays will contribute to the comprehensive and honest discussion
so crucial to the people of Israel in this fateful hour.

On Zionism:

The Struggle for Jewish Freedom Has Not Ended / Adv. Avraham Russell Shalev

Constructive, Not Reactive Zionism: In Israel and Abroad / Prof. Gil Troy

The Return of the Sabra — October 7 in Time and Space / Eli Kenin



https://www.kohelet.org.il/en/article/the-struggle-for-jewish-freedom-has-not-ended/
https://www.kohelet.org.il/en/article/constructive-not-reactive-zionism-in-israel-and-abroad/
https://www.kohelet.org.il/en/article/the-return-of-the-sabra-october-7-in-time-and-space/

The Path to Victory and Recovery / Alex Greenberg

On National Security and Warfare Doctrine:

New Friends: Between Interests and Identity /Yeshaya Rosenman

The War of Redemption is an Opportunity to Return to the Winning Realist
Doctrine of Warfare /Raphael BenLevi

Two Years of War — Four Lessons So Far / Michel Gurfinkiel

The New Defense Strategy /Meir Ben-Shabbat and Asher Fredman

From Khan-Yunis to Isfahan, Our Enemies Will Seek True Reconciliation with
the Jewish State Only When it is Strong / David Weinberg

The State of Israel and the Chaos in the North /Elitzur Segal

Unprofessional Command of Ground Forces Prevents the Achievement of
Military Goals /Yitzhak Klein

Zero-Sum Intelligence — on the Challenge of Comprehension and the Imperative
of a New Organizational Design / Itamar Gendelman

Back to Grounded Reality / Dr. Anat Roth

On International Law:

International Law in Ruins After Hamas’ Genocide and the War in Gaza / Elliot
M. Malin

The Battle For Interpretative Sovereignty: The Genocide Accusation From
Holocaust And Genocide Research / Verena Buser

On New Antisemitism:

Toward the Study of Antizionism—Without the Hyphen /lzabella Tabarovsky

The Human Rights NGO Industry and the 8th Front / Gerald M. Steinberg

The Religious Component in Islam’s War on Israel / Mordechai Kedar
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Society

For Our Existence and Prosperity: A 70-20 Existential Coalition Vision / Alon
Shalev
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